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Woman’s Mission in Modern Society 


Pore BENeEpicT XV. 

A Discourse Pronounced by His Holiness on October 22 
in Reply to the Address Presented by the Italian 
Catholic Women’s Union. 

Translation by the London “Tablet.” 

HE changed conditions of the times have conferred 

upon woman functions and rights which were not 
allowed her in former times, but no change in the 
opinions of men, no novelty of circumstances and events, 
will ever remove woman, conscious of her mission, from 
her natural center, which is the family. At the domestic 
hearth she is queen, but even when at a distance from 
the domestic hearth she must direct toward it not only 
her natural affection, but also the cares of a prudent 
ruler, in the Same manner as a sovereign who is outside 
of the territory of his own State does not neglect the 
welfare of that State, but always keeps it foremost in 
his thoughts and solicitude. 

Hence, it may be justly said that the changed condi- 
tions of the times have. enlarged the field of woman’s 
activity. An apostolate of woman in the world has 
succeeded that more intimate and restricted action which 
she formerly: exercised within the domestic walls; but 
this apostolate must be carried out in such a manner as 
to make it evident that woman, both outside and within 
the home, shall not forget that it is her duty, even today, 
to consecrate her principal cares to the family. 

We are aware that the increased and ever increasing 
activity of Italian Catholic women is determined to be 
guided by this same standard. Hence, We applaud the 
renewed determination of dedicating themselves to the 
education of youth, and.to the betterment of the family 
and of the school. We emphasize the right that they 
claim to liberty in the education of their children, be- 
cause it would be barbarous to pretend that whilst not 
excluded from the formation of the less noble part of 
their children, they should be shut out from the care and 
development of their more noble part. 
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Mopesty 1N Dress. 


On the other hand, We rejoice at the resolution which 
has been formulated to secure that Catholic women, in 
addition to the duty of being modest, should also realize 
that of showing themselves such in their manner of dress. 
Such a resolution expresses the necessity of the good 
example that the Catholic woman ought to give; and oh! 
how grave, how urgent is the duty of repudiating those 
exaggerations of fashion which, themselves the fruit of 
the corruption of their inventors, contribute in a deplora- 
ble degree to the general corruption of manners! We 
feel it Our duty to insist in a particular manner on this 
point, because on the one hand We know that certain 
styles of dress which nowadays have become usual among 
women are harmful to the well-being of society, as being 
provocative of evil; and on the other hand We are filled 
with amazement at seeing those who communicate the 
poison seem not to realize its malignant action, and 
those who set the house on fire seem to ignore the des- 
tructive force of the fire. It is only the supposition of 
such ignorance which can explain the deplorable exten- 
sion in our days of a fashion so contrary to that modesty 
which ought to be the choicest ornament of the Christian 
woman. Without such ignorance, it appeares to Us that 
no woman could possibly have gone to the excess of 
wearing indecent garments, even when approaching the 
sanctuary, and when presenting themselves before the 
natural and accredited masters of Christian morality. 
With -what satisfaction, therefore, have We learnt that 
the adherents of the Catholic Women’s Union have in- 
'. scribed in their program the resolution of showing them- 
selves modest even in the form.of their dress. By so 
doing they will fulfil the strict duty of not giving scandal, 
and of not becoming a stumbling-block to others in the 
path of virtue ; moreover, they will show that they under- 
stand how, now that their mission in the world has been 
changed, they must give. good example not only within 
the walls of their homes, but also in the streets and 
public places. The necessary consequence is so important 
that Catholic women ought to feel themselves compelled 
to recognize it, and not regard it merely as a social duty. 
Wherefore, We would wish that the numerous members 
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of the Catholic Women’s Union today united in Our 
presence, should combine themselves into a league for 
combatting indecent fashions, not only in themselves, but 
also in all those persons or families whom their influence 
can affect. It would be superfluous to say that a good 
mother must never permit her daughters to yield to the 
false exigencies of a fashion which is not perfectly 
modest ; but it will not be superfluous to add that every 
lady, the more elevated be the position which she occupies, 
has the more strict duty of not tolerating that those who 
visit her should dare to offend modesty by an indecent 
style of dress. A warning given in due time would pre- 
vent the renewal of such daring impertinence which 
violates the rights of hospitality properly understood ; 
and perhaps the echo of the censure, opportunely reach- 
ing other incautious supporters of unbecoming fashions. 
would induce them no longer to disfigure themselves with 
indecencies similar to those which the wise lady had 
reproved as soon as she perceived them. We believe that 
this league against the evils of fashion would be well 
received by the fathers and husbands, the brothers, and 
all the relatives of the courageous champions; and cer- 
tainly We would wish that the Bishops and all the priests 
who are entrusted with the care of souls would promote 
and encourage it in every way, wherever the fashions 
have exceeded the bounds of modesty—and they have 
thus exceeded them in only too many places. 

Let it not be thought that good example benefits only 
the educational work directly belonging to women, both 
within and outside the family. The Christian courage 
which gives life to the good example of woman amid the 
vitiated surroundings of our epoch, and in front of the 
flood of indecent fashions, also facilitates the mission of 
woman in the midst of society, as is even expressed in a 
popular proverb. 

ZEAL FOR CaTHOoLIc EpucarTIon. 

We have heard with pleasure that the Catholic Women’s 
Union “promises in a special manner to dedicate itself 
to the education of youth, and the betterment of the 
family and the school.” It is principally here that We 
may say how pleased We are to have been forestalled in 
Our desires, because if We had had to draw up a pro- 
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gram of feminine action We could not have traced rules 
different from those that are indicated for the welfare 
of the family and the children of Our schools. Not only 
do We praise the end, but We applaud the means to be 
employed, as has been so well said, “by introducing into 
the life of the country a clearer vision of justice and 
charity.” Oh, if the new generation were to grow up 
imbued with these virtues-; above all, if justice and charity 
were less talked of in theory and more exercised in prac- 
tice, these hotly debated and formidable social questions 
would soon have their perfect solution! In order to se- 
cure so desirable an effect, let Catholic women appeal 
to the duty that parents have of demanding religious in- 
struction for their children ; let them appeal to the obliga- 
tion of the civil authority not to put any obstacle in their 
way ; but above all let her show herself convinced of the 
necessity of seeking from the Church the most opportune 
rules of action and putting them at once into practice. 

In speaking thus, We do not mean to say things un- 
known to the Catholic Women’s Union, nor is it Our 





‘ _ object to inculcate new rules or directions, because the 


sentiments expressed in the noble address presented to 
Us are in conformity with Our own. We are pleased 
instead to declare that We know that the program enun- 
ciated is already carried out in not a few Italian dioceses ; 
the good fruits which it has already produced in some 
parts encourage Us to hope that this woman’s activity 
may soon have a similar organization in all the dioceses 
ot Italy. The enthusiasm with which the new juvenile 
«ction has come in to complete the work of the pre- 
existing and meritorious “Union of Catholic Women” 
justifies Our hope that a feminine organization may be 
completed throughout Italy at no distant date. 

It was not without a special motive that We have re- 
served for Ourselves the task of the material needs of 
the “Social Weeks” which are to be the seqyel of the first 
Women’s Congress recently so successfully celebrated. 
From this congress and from the succeeding social weeks, 
We expect a decisive development, first in the organiza- 
tion of female activities, and next, as a necessary conse- 
quence, in the general betterment of society... It was 
just, it was natural, that the Father should encourage, 
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even in a material way, the action of his daughters. We 
even now enjoy the foretaste of the beneficial effects of 
the unfailing correspondence of Our daughters with Our 
paternal solicitude. 


The Problem of Ireland 


EBLANA 
From the Toronto. “Statesman” 

HE Irish problem is an Ulster problem. Were there 

no Ulster the Irish question could be solved ami- 
cably over night. To understand the Irish problem, 
therefore, is to know Ulster. To paraphrase Kipling: 
“How can they know Ireland who only Ireland know?” 
It is the misfortune of English statesmen that their eyes 
are riveted upon the Sinn Feiners at a time when all 
the resources of statesmanship should be employed in 
unraveling the knotty problem of Carsonism. 

This is not to say that there are two Irelands, for the 
history of Unionism in Ireland is the history of a move- 
ment which has maintained its separatist character down 
to the present time. The Irish Unionist party in the 
House of Commons, although a wing of the British Tory 
party, has maintained a separate political existence, hav- 
ing its own caucus and chairman and its own whips. For 
a century it has been a thorn in the side of the British 
Tory party, retaining its independent organization the. 
better to influence British legislation and to perpetuate 
its domination in Irish affairs. The history of the past 
century, since the Act of Union, has been a record of 
undoing of wrongs on the part of England as a result of 
Irish: agitation. 

But the undoing of these wrongs interfered with 
vested interests and divided Ireland into two opposing 
camps. 

Carsonism is the rump of the old Protestant Ascend- 
ancy, the residuary legatee of the special privileges 
claimed by the Protestant settlers. The native Irish, 
down to the time of the Union, had no lot or part in 
the government of Ireland. The fight for national inde- 
pendence in 1782 and again in 1798 was the work’ of 
the Protestant settlers. The history of the Irish Parlia- 
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ment from the earliest times following the Anglo-Nor- 
man invasion, is the history of continual conflict between 
the British settlers and the English Government. 
Catholic Emancipation, the Reform bill, Disestablish- 
ment, and Land Reform made serious inroads. on the 
Protestant Ascendancy. Since the Union this Ascendancy 
rested on four main pillars—the State Church, with its 
exclusive privileges, the Land, with its evil land laws, 
Castle Government, with its class-patronage system, and 
Higher Education, which for generations had been the 
exclusive prerogative of the Established Church, and 
which was only fully extended to Irish Catholics in the 
last decade. The fall of the Establishment and Land- 
lordism transferred political power in the Irish Tory 
party to the Presbyterian manufacturers of the North, 
who aped the ways of the old landed gentry, rivaled 
them in .title-hunting, and in many cases entered into 
possession of their estates. The sway of the almighty 
dollar succeeded to an aristocracy of birth and culture 
and the last state of Unionist Ulster was worse than the 
first. An Irish wing of the British Tory party, the 


Unionists of Ulster, have always led in the van against 
every measure designed to widen the power of the people 
and to improve the lot of society. 


The following, taken from the Parliamentary records, 


is a typical example of the way in which Ulster Unionist 
members voted in the British House: 


The actual votes recorded by an Ulster Member are an 
illustration and a warning: 
1906—Voted against Trades Disputes bill. 
Voted against motion in favor of Local Option. 
Voted against Plural Voting bill. 
Voted against Education bill (Third Reading). 
1907—Voted against resolution increasing Death Duties 
on large estates over £150,000. 

Voted against Scottish Small Land Owners’ bill. 
Voted against Local Option bill for Scotland. 
1908—Voted for amendment to Address in favor of Pro- 

tective Taxes on food. 

Absent from Second and Third Reading of Old Age 
Pensions bill. 

Voted for .Lord Robert Cecil’s amendment making 
the receipts of a pension dependent on “a contri- 
bution made by the pensioner.” 
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Voted against the Second and Third Education bills. 

Voted against Coal Mines (Eight Hours) bill for 
shortening the hours of miners. 

Voted against Licensing bill in all its stages. 

1909—Voted against the Budget throughout. 

Voted against Irish Land bill and supported the 
Lords’ amendment which deprived Ulster of the 
benefits of Comptilsary Purchase. ; 

Voted against London Elections bill, thus depriving 
40,000 electors of the franchise. 

Voted against Mr. Asquith’s motion protesting 
— the rejection of the Budget by the House 
of Lords. é 





The Ulster Unionists have been well described as the 
“Advance Guard of Reaction.” 


CRIMELESS IRELAND. 


It is a well-known fact that in normal times crime in 
Ireland is much less than in any other part of the United 
Kingdom, yet the cost of police is greater than is spent 
on education, and much higher in proportion to popula- 
tion than in England or Scotland. The following official 
figures tell their own tale: 

Costof © Persons 
Police Per Tried for 
Head of Indictable 
Population. Population. Offences. 
England and Wales : 
Scotland 4,759,445 
Ireland : 4,390,219 


One of the commonest slanders against Irish Ireland 
is that it is “priest-ridden.” Here again the ‘statistics 
show which side is priest-ridden: 


ULSTER. 


Clergy. Proportion to Popn. 
Catholics 734 1 to 941 persons 
Episcopalians 1 “ 614 . 
Presbyterians 1“ 730 ie 
Methodists 1“: 325 x 
Other Persuasions oe 9 


In case it may be objected that Ulster’s position is 
exceptional, the following are the figures for the whole 
of Ireland: 





460 THE PROBLEM OF IRELAND 





Popn. Clergy: Proportion to Popn. 
Catholics 3,242,670 3,051 .1 to 1,063 persons 
Episcopalians 571 1,575 (ewe = 
Presbyterians ' 667 660 
Methodists ... 62,382 244 255 
Other Persuasions.. 65,654 244 255 
Information Refused 2,377 


Another myth is that Southern Ireland is so poor as 
compared with the North that the people are forced to 
emigrate. The figures that follow show that Ulster also 
suffers under British rule, and to a greater extent than 
any other part of Ireland: 

Rate Per Cent. 
38.8 
24.7 
Connaught 6,663 21.5 
Leinster .. 4,195 13.5 


RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONS IN ULSTER. 


Still another illusion which is shattered by facts is 
the assertion that a homogeneous Ulster, Protestant and 
Unionist, is entitled to a separate life as a province of 
England: 

Percentage of Total 
Population. 
43.7 


Catholics 
Presbyterians 26.6 
Episcopalians 366,773 23.2 
Methodists 6 3.1 
All other Denominations and 

Religion unascertained .... 52,343 3.3 
Information Refused 1,538 0.1 


1,581,696 100.0 


The figures given at the time of the signing of the 
Covenant, a couple of years before the war, were as 
follows :— 


Population of Ulster over 16 
Covenanters (218,000 male and 229,000 females).... 


Against the Covenant 


Ten persons out of every seventeen in Ulster refused 
to sign the Covenant. In other words, sixty per cent. 
of the people of Ulster repudiate Carson and his policy. 
Only 218,000 men and boys could be persuaded to 
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sign. In 1913 the population of Ulster was divided as 
follows :-— 





Protestant population of Ulster over 16............. 605,000 
COWGHMEINORE 3 oad Kass us cdanescenckers tt teeabeeeeeee 447,000 
WOE la has cixccitws occ Ceaseknetcd eee 158,000 


In Ulster, therefore, are 158,000 Protestant men and 
women who could not be persuaded or coerced to sign the 
Covenant. Carson does not represent even sixty per cent. 
of the Protestants of Ulster. 





Books on the Sacred Scriptures 
ComPILED By JoHN C. Revixte, S.J. 
The Holy Bible: 


In his Encyclical Letter, “Providentissimus Deus,’ on the 
Study of Holy Scripture, Leo XIII writes: “By admirable 
laws and regulations she (the Church) has shown herself 
solicitous that ‘the celestial treasure of the sacred books 

. should not lie neglected.’ She has prescribed that a 
considerable portion of them shall be read and piously re- 
flected upon by all her ministers in the daily office of the 
sacred psalmody. She has ordered that in cathedral 
churches, in monasteries, and in other convents in which 
study can conveniently be pursued, they shall be expounded 
and interpreted by capable meri; and she has strictly com- 
manded that her children shall be fed with the saving words 
of the Gospel at least on Sundays and solemn feasts. More- 
over, it is owing to the wisdom and exertions of the Church 
that there has always been continued, from century to cen- 
tury, that cultivation of Holy Scripture which has been so 
remarkable and has borne such ample fruit.” 


Barry, Rev. W.; 
Tradition of Scripture............ Longmans, $1.20 
Berry, Rev. E. S.: 
Commentary on the Pealins (Ps. I-L) 
Benziger, $2.00 


“An English commentary on the. Psalms,” says the Eccle- 
siastical Review,’ which avoids the intricacies of modern 
polemical scholarship, is a much desired help for the Catho- 
lic student in his appreciation of the meaning and beauty 
of the liturgical prayers.* The missionary priest, above all, 
vrants some popular interpretation of those ancient his- 
torical expressions of Messianic longing which never cease 
to move the heart, despite their primary fulfilment in the 
Church of Christ.” Father Berry’s “Commentary” admirably 
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fills this want. Read also Father Eaton’s “Sing Ye to. the 
Lord.” (The Catholic Truth Society.) 


Brassac, Rev. A., S.S.: 
Student’s Handbook for the Study of the New 
Testament Herder, $3.25 


The work of a sound and erudite scholar in touch with 
Biblical problems and well equipped to solve them. 





Breen, Rev. A. E.: 
Harmonized Exposition of the Four Gos- 
Flynn, $10.00 


Introduction to Holy Scripture 

The “Harmonized Exposition” is a treasure-house of Gos- 
pel lore. The “Introduction” gives everywhere proof of 
broad and thorough scholarship. *For priests, and more 
advanced student, we would also suggest Father Maas’s 
“Gospel According to St. Matthew” (Herder), and the rich 
though abridged “Commentaries” of’ Cornelius a Lapide, done 
into English by Mossman (Herder) as wellsas by the Arch- 
bishop of Tuam, Dr. McEvilly (Flynn); “the Commentaries” 
of Maldonatus on St. Matthew (Flynn) ;. Wilberforce’s “Com- 
mentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians” ( Herder), the admir- 
able “Exposition of the Epistles of St. Paul,” by Bernard a 
Piconio (3 Vols., Flynn),.McSwiney’s “Translation of the 
Psalms and Canticles” (Flynn), McRory’s “Gospel According 
to St. John” (Flynn), Ward’s “Gospel According: to St. 
Luke” (Flynn), Fillion’s “New Psalter of the Roman Brev- 
iary” (Herder), etc. 


Cecilia, Madame: 
The Acts of the Apostles Benziger, $1.25 
Gigot, Rev. Frances E.: 
Biblical Lectures Benziger, $1.00 
General Introduction to the Study of the Holy 
Scriptures Benziger, $3.00 
General Introduction (Abridged Edition) 
Benziger, $1.70 
Outlines of Jewish History Benziger, $1.75 
Outlines of New Testament History. Benziger, $1.75 
Primer of Old Testament History 
Paulist Press, $0.60 
Special Introduction to the Study of the Old 
Paulist Press, $2.25 
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What the Irish Ecclesiastical Record says of Father Gigot’s 
“Special Introduction to the Old Testament” is in many 
ways applicable to his other books: “Father Gigot 
displays a very praiseworthy objectiveness. His tendency 
is not that of the over-anxious conservative critic who pre- 
fers to ignore rather than face the difficulties of modern 
criticism. But neither is the author in any sense an ultra- 
progressivist, for whom the traditional view as such is 
worthless.” Cf. also Heuser’s “Chapters’ of Bible Study” 
(Benziger), Madame Cecilia’s three separate studies of the 
Gospels according to Sts. Matthew, Mark and Luke (Ben- 
ziger), and especially: “Scripture Manuals for Catholic 
Schools,” viz., St. Luke’s Gospel by Father Darby, O. S..B., 
and Father S. F. Smith, S. J.; the Acts of the Apostles, by 
Father Burge, O. S. B.; St. John’s Gospel, by Father Joseph 
Rickaby, S. J.; St. Matthew’s, by the same, and St. Mark’s, by 
Father S. Smith, S. J. (Benziger). In the “Westminster 
Version of the Scriptures” (Longmans) the student inter- 
ested in the solution of difficulties found in the quaint and 
at times obscure wording of the Reims and Douai versions will 
have such eminent Catholic guides as Fathers Lattey, Good- 
ier, Dean, Pope, Gigot, Keogh and Rickaby, Cf.; als» Dixon’s 
(Dan Introduction to the Study of the Holy Scriptures” 
(Duffy). 





Graham, Rev. Henry: 
Where We Got the Bible Herder, $0.30 


Like Mgr. Vaughan’s “Concerning the Bible” (Flynn), 
well suited to popular. use, instructive and sound. 


Hart, Charles: 
Manual of Bible History Benzgier, $3.00 


The manual contains two volumes, one for the Old Testa- 
ment, one for the New, with admirable maps. The Month 
speaks of it as “a difficult piece of work exceedingly well 
done,” calling special attention to the lucidity and order of 
the treatment. 


Humphey, Rev. W., S.J.: 
Bible and Belief Benziger, $0.50 
The Sacred Scriptures Benziger, $2.25 
Jacquier, L’Abbé: 
History of the Books of the New Testament: 
Vol. I, Epistles of St. Paul Benziger, $2.50 
Knecht, Right Re. F. J., D. D. 


A Practical Commentary on Holy Scripture 
Herder, $4.20 
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According-to the Ave Maria no better work could be placed 
in the hands of catechists, or of others who may be called upon 
to supplement with oral explanation the scant instruction usually 
found in elementary works on religion. 


Lagrange, Rev. J. M., O.P.: : 
Historical Criticism and the Old Testament 
Benziger, $1.45 


Pope, Rev. Hugh, O.P.: 
Catholic Student’s Aid to the Bible. . Benziger, $1.75 


Of the first volume which deals with the Old Testament, 
Cardinal Bourne says: “The need of a Catholic manual of 
equal magnitude with the non-Catholic manuals, of the same 
scholarly character, alive to every modern source of eluci- 
dation and fully cognizant of the most recent pronounce- 
ments of the Holy See, has long been felt by those who 
study and by those who in varying degrees are called to 
be the teachers of Holy Scripture. In the Catholic students 
“Aids” to the Bible, this great need has not only been ade- 
quately, but generously, supplied.” 


Ratton, James J. L.: 
The Apocalypse of St. John Benziger, $4.00 


Seisenberger, Dr. Michael: 
The Study of the Bible and Bible Literature 
Benziger, $2.00 


The work includes Biblical geography, antiquities, intro- 
duction to the Old and New Testaments, and hermeneutics. 
According to the Ecclesiastical Review: “A brief survey of 
the contents shows how completely the entire field of Bib- 
lical inquiry is covered, and that, with a generally apprecia- 
tion of all that is noteworthy in the higher criticism in 
archeology, and in the documentary apparatus. The author 
gives all desirable references to sources and to the accounts 
of recent discoveries as far as they are needed to illustrate 
the general topics to which the new finds belong. Cf. “The 
Catholic Encyclopedia” (The Encyclopedia Press) which as 
far as possible should be in every Catholic family in the 
United States, and consulted on every important Catholic 
subject. It is extremely valuable for its scholarly articles 
on the Bible in general and such special topics as Biblical 
inspiration, the various books such as the. Psalms, the Four 
Gospels, etc. For cognate matter cf. Hunter’s “Outlines of 
Dogmatic Theology” (3 Vols., Longmans), the Pohle-Preuss 
“Series of *Text-Books on Dogmatic Theology” (12 Vols. 
(Herder), the Wilhelm-Scannel “Manual of Dogmatic The- 
ology” (2 Vols., Benziger). 
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Thein, Rev. J.: 
Answer to the Difficulties of the Bible 
Benziger, $3.00 


Cf. also his larger work compiled from many sources, “The 
Bible and Rationalism” (4 Vols., Benziger), as well as 
Zahm’s “Bible Science and Faith” (Benziger). 





POETRY AND LITERATURE. 
ComPILep By JoHN C. ReEvite, S.J. 


Arnold, Matthew: 
Poetical Works 20.06 sevice onde Macmillan, $1.75 


Nearly all the English poets can be had in the Globe Edi- 
tion (Macmillan), as well as. in the Cambridge Edition 
(Houghton, Mifflin). The few who read Arnold should be 
put on their guard against his disheartening doubt and cold 
intellectualism, often closing in skepticism and religious 
indifference. 


Browning, Elizabeth B.: 
POSES Otel s oes ee EL TE EM Macmillan, $2.00 


Not many will wade through “Aurora Leigh” and the 
longer poems of Mrs. Browning now. A few selections will 
satisfy the majority. Cf. “Pocket Classics” (Macmillan). 


Browning, Robert E.: 
Poetical Works 2. 62660.6 te Macmillan, $2.00 


The 20,000 verses of the “Ring and the Book,” “Sordello,” 
etc., and the tough shell which you must crack before 
reaching the meat of the Browning nut, are too much for 
our busy age. Catholics are justly offended with Brown- 
ing’s view of the Church, although they recognize that the 
picture of the Pope in the “Ring and the Book” is nobly 
drawn, and that the poet stands for the things that are 
worth-while and of good report. Cf. “The Brownings for 
the Young” (Smith, Elder). . 


Bryant, William Cullen: 

Voetigns WOKS: 05 beceirs cd docu sha Appleton, $2.00 

Every American schoolboy knows “The Waterfowl,” 
“Green River” and “The Apple Tree.” Bryant is a genuine 
poet. Cf. some of his best shorter poems in the “Pocket 
Classics” (Macmillan).. The poet was a judicious editor and 
his “Library of Poetry and Song” has not yet lost its value. 
His translation of the Iliad and Odyssey (Houghton Mif- 
flin) is undoubtedly one of the best in English, retaining 
something of the nobility and the simplicity of the original. 
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Macmillan, $2,00 


An uriconditional passport cannot be granted to this gen- 
ial and genuine bard. He carries in his literary baggage too 
much that is unsanitary and unsavory. His best can be 
found in the “Pocket Classics.” 


Byron, George Gordon Noel: 


Much of Byron must be condemned. It is unreal, theat- 
rical, full of self, a cry of rebellion and lawless passions. 
But when the poet rises above this sordid level, he scales 
the loftiest peaks of song. His best is “Childe Harold” 
(“Pocket Classics”). Cf. also “Shorter Poems” (“Pocket 
Classics”). 


Chaucer, Goeffry: 
Canterbury Tales Macmillan, $1.00 


Selections edited by Hiram Corson. H. Liddell has also 
edited (Macmillan) “The Prologue,” “The Knight’s Tale,” 
“The Nonne’s Priest Tale.” “To open his (Chancer’s) volume 
is to pass at once into that enchanted region where the 
larks are afloat in the blue sweet heavens, above woodlands 
dim with hyacinths and hedgerows white with may, where 
song and laughter are in the air ...and where one may 
travel with his gladsome troop of pilgrims along a road that 
forever beckons, and amid a landscape familiar and yet 
strangely new and magical.” True, but open the volume gingerly, 
for it introduces us to a motely company, and you will have to 
stuff your ears at times, for they are bald and bold of speech. 





Coleridge, Samuel T.: 
Poetical Works Macmillan, $2.00 
Cf. also “Pocket Classics” for shorter poems. Anyone 


who wishes to see what picture-words can do, will not 


learn it aright until he finds the secret in “The Ancient 
Mariner.” 


Cowper, William: 
Poetic Works Macmillan, $2.00 


Not much read today, but simple, sincere, full of tender- 
ness for man, and with a genuine feeling for the beauties 
of nature. Selections in “Pocket Classics.” 


Crashaw, Richard: 
.Putnam, $1.50 


Cowley’s “Poet and Saint,” mystic, mellifluous, daring, in- 
spired by the highest enthusiasm and Catholic sentiment; 
not free from conceit and overwrought emotion. Read es- 
-pecially his “Hymn to St. Teresa,” “The Flaming: Heart,” 
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and his ode to “The Holy Name.” Crashaw resembles Fran- 
cis Thompson in his beauties and in his defects. 


Daly, Thomas A.: 





McAroni Ballads ..:..... 0.608.543 Harcourt, $1.50 
Conte. f3isi BAVA ES ‘Harcourt, $1.50 
CNR Us Oe ee eae ee ae Harcourt, $1.50 
WEQMGWIIDD 6's $56. 8:03 a9 okie aBanee oA Harcourt, $1.50 
Songs of Wedlock................ Harcourt, $1.25 


A genuine poet that sings of everyday things with a keen 
and delightfully whimsical appreciation of the humor and 
pathos of the life around him. The children of sunny Italy 
should erect a monument to him, for he has made us under- 
stand and love them for their fine qualities. Cf. the poems 
of Father Bearne, “Cantate Mariae” (Benziger); of Father 
Bridgett, “Lyra Hieratica” (Benziger); Father Earls’ “The 
Road Beyond the Town” (Benziger); Ethna Carbery, “The 
Four Winds of Erin” (Funk & Wagnalls); Eleanor Don- 
nelly, “Poems” (Kilner) ; Maurice Francis Egan, “Songs and 
Sonnets” (Benziger) ; Faber, “Hymns” (Murphy); Griffin, 
“Poetical Works” (Donnelly); Donnelly, “Shepherd My 
Thoughts” (Kenedy); Louise Imogen Guiney, “Poems” 
(Houghton, Mifflin); George H. Miles, “Christine and Other 
Poems” (Scribner); Alice Meynell, “Collected Poems” 
(Scribner); Theodore Maynard’s “Poems” (Stokes); Francis 
Carlin, “My Ireland” (Holt); Katherine Tynan’s “Poems” 
(Scribner) ; Newman’s “Verses on Various Occasions” (Long- 
mans) ; Adelaide Anne Procter, “Poems” (Kenedy) ; Dowson’s 
“Poems” (Boni & Liveright); James R. Randall’s “Poems” 
(Tandy-Thomas); Father Abram Ryan’s “Poems” (Kenedy) ; 
Sheehan, “Cithara Mea” (Church Supply); Father Russell, 
“Idyls of Killowen,” “Vespers and Compline,” “A ‘Soggarth's 
Sacred Verse” (Benziger) ; Father Garesché’s “The Four Gates” 
(Queen’s Work), and Blanche M. Kelly’s “The Valley of 
Vision” (Encyclopedia Press, $1.25). 


Thompson, Francis: 


FRO Ss rsies cade «dean Scribner (3 vols.), $5.50 
Had he written nothing else but the “Hound of 
Heaven,” and the “Ode to the Setting Sun” his name 
would live as long as those of Shelley and Keats. 
Wordsworth, William: 
Complete Poetical Works........ Macmillan, $2.00 
Few poets surpass Wordsworth in the truthfulness of 
his representation of nature. In some of his work there 
is a sign of pantheism. The note is prominent, noble, 
vigorous, sincere, for his heart was pure. Cf. Selections 
by Dowden ‘ ‘Athenaeum Press Series” Ginn), in “Every- 
man’s Library” (Dutton) Aubrey de Vere’s poems, those 
of Coventry Patmore, Father Hopkins, Thomas Walsh 
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and Francis Ledwidge deserve a place on every Catholic 
bookshelf. 

As helps to the study of English Poetry and American 
and English literature in general the following are ex- 
tremely useful: “The Cambridge History of English 
Literature” and the “Cambridge History of American 
Literature” (Putnam): neither however does full justice 
to Catholic authors; Ten Brink’s “Early English Liter- 
ature” (Holt); “Handbooks of English. Literature” (9 
Vols.) (Macmillan); Garnett and Gosse’s “Illustrated 

History of English Literature” (4 Vols.) (Macmillan) ; 
Morley’s “English Writers” (for the Eljzabethan Period) 
(Cassell); Courthope’s “History of English Poetry” 
(Macmillan) ;.““English Men of Letters Series” (Macmil- 
an); “Great Writers Series” (Scribner) ; Gosse’s “History 
of Eighteenth Century Literature” (Macmillan) ; Saints- 
bury’s “History of Nineteenth Century Literature” (Mac- 
millan),. and “Elizabethan Literature” (Macmillan) ; 
Page’s “British Poets of the Nineteenth Century,” Long’s 
“English Literature” and “American Literature (Ginn), 
both admirably done and with copious bibliography and 
references, but marred here and there by statements 
offensive to Catholics. Cf. also Morris’s “The Celtic 
Dawn”. (Macmillan) and Boyd’s “The Irish Literary 
Renaissance” (Lane). 
Dante Alighieri: 
Divina Commedia ........ Wik Cece Crowell, $0.60 
This edition gives Cary’s blank-verse translation. It 
also contains Rossetti’s translation of the “Vita Nuova.” 
Other versions of the entire Commedia are Longfellow’s 
(Houghton Mifflin); Johnson’s (Yale Univ. Press); Nor- 
ton’s (Houghton Mifflin), and Plumptre’s (Heath). Those 
who wish a fuller bibliography on the subject should 
read Grandgent’s “Dante” (Duffield) where they will 
find all that is needed by the ordinary student. Nearly 
all bibliographies omit Hettinger’s “Dante” (Benziger) 
and Ozanam’s “Dante and Catholic Philosophy” (The 
Cathedral Library Association) fine studies from two 
eminent Catholic scholars. One of the best studies of 
Dante is to be found in the fourth volume of Lowell’s 
“Literary Essays” (Houghton Mifflin). 
Keats, John: 
PRU Ro i oo 000s nivteb¥S UEeb Ee Macmillan, $2.00 
One of the English poets that best reflects the 
medieval and classic spirit, that of Greece especially. 
In spite of a sense of unreality and aloofness in much 
of his best work, a pagan conception of nature and a 
worship of beauty for its own sake, some of the shorter 
pieces like the odes “On a Grecian Urn,” “To a Night- 
ingale,” “To Autumn,” the magnificent fragment of “Hy- 
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perion” cannot be forgotten. Cf. selections in the “Pocket 
Classics” and in the “Athenaeum Press Series” (Ginn). 


Lanier, Sidney : 
POU 5. SA. epee is. eek SS Scribner, $1.50 


A finished metrical arist, and at the same time a poet 
of pure and lofty inspiration. 


Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth: 
Complete Poetical Works......... Houghton, $2.00 - 


The poet of the hearth, one of the most popular and 
loved of all the bards. What is best in his work can be 
had in various selections found in the “Pocket Classics.” 
Americans should also read a few at least of the best 
poems of Lowell, Whittier, Poe, Emerson, Holmes, Tim- 
rod and a bit of Whitman. Specimens of all of these 
will be found in Stedman’s “American Anthology” 
(Houghton Mifflin). 


Kilmer, Joyce: 
PONG is is 8s wdc ee Doran, $5.00 


The soldier-poet, who with his simple, tender lay of 
common things enobled by the magic of his verse, sang 
himself into the heart of his countrymen. 


Milton, John: 
Complete Poetical Works ....... Macmillan, $2.00 
The organ voice of England falling, we are afraid, on 
dull ears now. Read at least Bks. I and II of “Paradise 
Lost” and shorter poems on “Pocket Classics” Mac- 
millan). Milton was a bitter opponent of Catholicism. 





Moore, Thomas: 
Irish. Melodies ............. 41; wade Crowell, $0.61 
The melodies hymn the age-long sighs and aspirations 
of Erin. A whole nation sings them with sobs and tears. 
Few poets have had their words so hallowed. 
Pope, Alexander: 
Complete Poetical Works........ Macmillan, $2.00 
Not a little of Pope must be shunned. Read at least 
the “Dunciad,” the “Rape of the Lock, ” the “Essay on 
Criticism. 
Scott, Walter: 
Complete Poetical Works........ Macmillan, $2.00 
The poet of battle and adventure, full of color and 
movement. Cf. the various ballads, “Lady of the Lake,” 


“Lay of'the Last Minstrel,” etc., in “Pocket Classics,” 
Riverside Series (Houghton Mifflin). 
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Shakespeare, William: 
Complete Works Oxford Press, $2.00 


Comment here is useless. Read at least “Hamlet,” 
“Macbeth,” “King Lear,” “Henry IV (Part I and II), 
“Henry V,” “Julius Caesar,” “Merchant of, Venice,” 
“As You Like It,” “Richard III,” “Tempest.” 


The Essay. 

The subject is so vast that it is possible to indicate 
only a few of the best: Archibald. Allison’s “Essays” 
(Johnson). Addison and Steele’s “Essays from the Spec- 
tator” (“Pocket Classics”), “The Athenaeum Press Se- 
ries); Bacon’s “Essays” (Pocket Classics, Golden Treas- 
ury Series), Thomas Browne “Religio Medici,” “Urn 
Burial” (Dutton), Edmund Burke “Speech on Conciliation 
with America,” “Speech on American Taxation,” “Let- 
ter to the Sheriffs of Bristol,” not so much speeches, as 
magnificent political essays (Macmillan), “Letter to a 
Noble Lord” (Athenaeum Press Series); “Reflections on 
the French Revolution” (Small, Maynard); Walter 
Bagehot “Literary Studies and Biographical Studies” 
Scribner), Burrough’s “Birds and Poets,” “Locusts and 
Wild Honey,” “Wake Robin” (Houghton Mifflin). As 
a philosopher Burroughs is unsound and illogical, as an 
observer and painter of nature one of the best of our 
time. Another unsound teacher is Carlyle, who has to 
be read with care. Cf. Selections in “Pocket Classics” 
and “Athenaeum Press Series.” 

In spite of its glaring defects Carlyle’s “History of the 
French Revolution” is a- powerful book and though not 

- an essay, may be placed here, as well as Lingard’s “His- 
tory of England” (Cath. Encyclopedia), Grote’s “Greece” 
(Dutton), Green’s “History of the English People” 
(World’s Classics). Green is not free from anti-Catholic 
prejudice, but his htstory is one of the most reliable we 
have. Read also Coleridge’s “Bibliographia Literaria,” 
“Lectures on Shakespeare” (Duttdn), as well as De 
Quincey, the best of whose essays may be found in the 
“Riverside Series” (Houghton Mifflin), in the “Athen- 
aeum Press Series”), and in the “Pocket Classics;” here 
will be found the “Confessions of an Opium Eater.” 
the “Joan of Arc,” the “Flight of a Tartar Tribe,” the 
“English Mail Coach,” etc. The essays of Goldsmith 
from the “Bee” and the “Citizen of the World” are of 
the very best in the language, so are those of Hazlitt 
(Camelot Series). Emerson’s are to be “handled with 
care” for his philosophy is thoroughly unsound (Hough- 
ton Mifflin). Every American should read the master- 
piece of Holmes, “The Autocrat at the Breakfast Table” 
(Houghton Mifflin). Lafcadio Hearn has some splen- 
did pages in “Life and Literature” (Dodd, Mead), but 
he is a pagan at heart. Those who do not like “Getting 
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Up on Cold Mornings” should read about it in Leigh 
Hunt’s “Essays” (Camelot Series), and all who love a 
generous heart and relish the quips of a whimsical com- 
panion must get Lamb’s “Essays of Elia” (“Pocket 
Classics”). If you want the finest critical essays of a 
great century take up Durham’s “Critical Essays of the 
Eighteenth Century” (Yale Univ. Press), “The Literary 
Essays” of Lowell have been referred to (Houghton 
Mifflin). Cf. also Macaulay, the unreliable, and the 
partisan, but the: brilliant and dashing Rupert of the 
essay edited time and again for the punishment of the 
young. “Pocket Classics,” “Athenaeum Press Series,” 
(Holt). Selections from Swift judiciously made are to 
be found in the “Camelot Series,” from Thoreau in the 
“Riverside Series” (Houghton Mifflin). Walton’s “Com- 
pleat Angler” may be found in “Everyman’s Library” 
(Dutton). Stevenson’s Essays (Scribner) are scattered 
throughout his works. If you want a hearty laugh and 
a sound bit of philosophy read Peter Finley Dunne’s 
“Mr. Dooley in Peace and War,” “Mr. Dooley in the 
Hearts of his Countrymen” and “Mr. Dooley’s Phil- 
osophy” (Scribner). Do not neglect the Chestertonian 
Masterpieces “Tremendous Trifles,” “Heretics,” “Or- 
thodoxy,” or A. C. Benson’s “Silent Isle” (Scribner), or 
Mrs. Alice Meynell’s “Rhythm of Life,” “The Color of 
Life” and 7 (Lane) or Miss Agnts Repplier’s “Books 
and Men,” “Essays in Idleness,” “The Fireside Sphinx” 
(Houghton Mifflin), and Newman’s “Idea of a Uni- 
versity” (Longmans). Cf. “The British Essayists” 
(Johnson) ; Walker’s “The English Essay and Essayists” ; 
Ruskin’s “Essays” (Oxford Univ. Press) ; Lander’s “Imag- 
inary Conversations” (Oxford Univ. Press); Sheehan’s 
“Parerga,” “Under the Cedars and the Stars” (Long- 
mans); Brownson’s “Essays” (Kenedy); Farrell’s “Lec- 
tures of a Certain Professor” (Gill); Fairbank’s “My 
Unknown Chum, Aguecheek” (Devin-Adair). 


It is hoped that Father Reville’s valuable list of books for 
Catholic readers, which has been running for the past two 
years in the CATHOLIC MIND, and has been brought to 
an end in this number, will be revised and improved and 
brought out in book-form by the America Press. 


Volume XVII—From January 8 to December 22, 1919, inclusive. 
1—Ireland’s Appeal to Wilson ; Let Ireland Be Free, BE. J. Gavegan; 
Irish Case Against Ulster; England’s Attitude Towards Ireland.1-20 
2—The Catholic’s Part in Reconstruction, George Daly, C.SS.R.; 
The Mexican Archbishor’s Defense; The Church’s Condition in 
Mexico ; Ireland and the Peace Conference ; Devotional and Asceti- 
Gb]: Beoks; dota ©, Bovillas OF. ociisic cciak vacate Pecaenauck 21-48 
3—The Pope’s War Record, Rt. Rev. B. J. Keiley, D.D.; ‘The Holy 
Father and “Defeatism’”; Benedict XV and the Peace Confer- 
MOS < ee $6 Seda OE CMe Oa OVER e SATE Seb Lette eee 
4—Ireland’s Invitation to President Wilson; County Derry’s Wel- 
come, Rt. Rev. Charles McHugh, D.D.; Ireland’s Right to Free- 
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dom ; Irish Republic’s Manifesto to America, Patrick McCartan ; 
Release the Irish Prisoners, Rt. Rev. Dr. Fogarty ; Co-operation 
Among Catholics; ta oat and Cremation ; ‘Lives of Our 
Lord, John C. Reville, S 67 
5——Why the Irish Bishops a Conscription, Peter Finlay, S.J. ; 
St. Patrick’s Influence on Irish Catholicism, J. Ryan, S.J.; H 
England Exploits Ireland, Daniel F. Cohalan | 
6—The Irish Question, E. J. Gavegan; The Church and Democracy, 
James J. Howard; The Church and Popular Education, F. J. 
Corder ; Newman’s Characteristics ; Lives of the Saints: Ce 
Biography, John’ C. Reville 
7J—A Catholic Pioneer in Clinical Surgery, James J. Walsh ; a 
Catholic Physician; The Love of Books, Archbishop Ireland; 
The Drift of the Age, the Rt. Rev. C. Van de Den, D.D 145-164 
8—Ireland’s Cause, Most Rev. Patrick J. Hayes, D.D.; Ireland’s 
Infivence on Civilization, Austin O’Malley; America’s Debt to 
Ireland, Michael J. O’Brien; Lives of the Saints: Catholic 
Biography, John C. Reville 1 
9—World-Democracy and the Church, Rt. Rev. John P. Carroll, D.D. ; 
Why the Catholic School Exists, R. J. Little, S8.J.; On Killing 
the Wounded ; The Church’s Grandeur 193-212 
10—The Irish Parliament’s Message—A Declaration of Independence 
—The Parliament’s Message to the Peace Conference—The Parlia- 
ment’s Letter to M. Clemenceau—The Parliament’s Letter to 
President Wilson—The Christian Orient—Why the Church Objects 
to the Protestant Bible; Lives of the Saints, John C. Reville, 
8.J. 213-232 
11—The Lie in English History, Joseph Keating, S8.J.; Self-Deter- 
mination According to Catholic Theology; The Pope on the 
Union of Churches 233-252 
12—-Socialism’s Anti-Christian Principles, Most Rev. S. G. Messmer, 
.D.; The Pope’s Letter to the American Episcopate; Books on 
Church History, John C. Reville, S.J... 0.0... . cca e eee eseeees 253-272 
13—The Laymen We Need, John C. Reville, 8.J.; The Church School, 
the Country’s Bulwark, Rt. Rev. F. Brossart, D.D.; The Church’s 
Mission in America Today 273- 
14—The Present Condition of Ireland; The Commission’s Reply to 
Macpherson—De Valera’s Appeal to America; Books on Church 
History, Fohn-C; Reville, B.F., oa cs ietecccterccns Sotccccceueee 298-312 
15—Saint Joan of Arc, L. Wheaton; Non-Catholic Doctors in Catho- 
lic Families, John L. Belford; The Power of Catholic gens 
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16—Liberty: of Education and Eternal Vigilance, Francis Heier- 
mann, 8.J.; The Problem of Education in the United States; 
The Perils of Socialism ; Religion in the School, Archbishop Glen- 
non; Books on Church History, John C. Reville, S.J 333- 
17—The Case for Irish Independence, James J. Howard; Ireland’s 
Present Position, Erskine Childers; Ireland’s Policy, E. De 
Valera ; nearer Age of the Catholic Church and of the 
Sects -333- 
18—The Papacy, Rev. T. Corbett, D.D.; The Pope and the German 
Bishops; Ireland’s Ruthless Depopulation ; Some Books on Bo. 
ciology 
19—Mercier of Belgium, John J. Wynne, S.J.; The Tyranny of Pro-— 
hibition, Lucian; Ireland’s Appeal to American Labor, E. De 
Valera 893-412 
20—Pre-Reformation Printed Bibles, Rev. John Lenhart, O.M.Cap. ; 
Justice the Remedy, Rt. Rev. John P. Carroll, D.D.; ; Books on 
Philosophy and Science, John C. Reville, $.J.; 
Slacker 413-432 
21—The Catholic’s Sound Americanism, Rev. Padiens J. Kernan; 
Catholicism the Cure for the Nation’s Unrest, Alfred J. Talley; 
The Church and the Worker, Most Rev. T. P. Gilmartin, D.D. .433-452 
22—Woman’s Mission in Modern Society, Pope Benedict XV; The 
Problem of Ireland, Eblana; Books on the Sacred Scripture and 
on Poetry and Literature, John C. Reville, 8.J.......:...... 
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